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Editorial 

Dear Peromyscus users, 

Welcome to the third issue 

of Perotimes, the newsletter of the 

Peromyscus Genetic Stock Center. 

This Newsletter co-insides 

with the decision of Janet 

Crossland, the Center’s colony 

manager for more than 30 years, to 

retire at the end of this March. Since 

January, Janet works closely with 

Vimala Kaza, the new colony 

manger, an overlap that warrants 

the smooth transition in the 

Center’s operation. 

I personally met Janet less 

than a year ago and very soon I 

realized that she represented one of 

these very few examples at which it is 

not the job that gives credit to the 

individual but rather the other way 

around: It is Janet that gives the value 

and credit to the position of the 

Colony manager of the PGSC.  

With this Editorial I originally 

wanted to talk about her knowledge, 

her love for Peromyscus, her dedication, 

her reliability, her precision and her 

willing to help and teach everybody 

that requested her to do so. But it is 

rather awkward for me to say all these 

to the PGSC’s users, who for many 

years now they know it and have 

appreciated it in more than one occasion.

All I can say is that Janet has established a 

Legacy that we will all feel in the years to 

come in any aspect of Peromyscus-related 

work.  

On Tuesday March 7, Janet’s

family and friends had lunch together to 

celebrate her retirement and honor her 

contribution to the Center. Pictures from this 

event as well as various older pictures in the 

Center are included below. 

 

Hippokratis Kiaris 

PGSC Director 
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11. Co-feeding transmission facilitates 

strain coexistence in Borrelia burgdorferi, 

the Lyme disease agent. States SL, Huang 

CI, Davis S, Tufts DM, Diuk-Wasser MA. 

Epidemics. 2016 Dec 26. pii: S1755-

4365(16)30076-7. doi: 

10.1016/j.epidem.2016.12.002. 

12. The Prevalence of Trypanosoma cruzi, 

the Causal Agent of Chagas Disease, in 

Texas Rodent Populations. Aleman A, 

Guerra T, Maikis TJ, Milholland MT, 

Castro-Arellano I, Forstner MR, Hahn D. 

Ecohealth. 2017 Jan 13. doi: 

10.1007/s10393-017-1205-5 

13. Thyroid pathology in deer mice 
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28;10(1):48. doi: 10.1186/s13071-017-
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  NEWS AND NOTES 

NOTICE 

Perotimes, the PGSC newsletter 

is not a formal scientific 

publication. Therefore, 

information and data should not 

be cited or used without 

permission of the contributor. 

 

PERO-RESEARCHERS 

PIs are welcome to indicate 

postdocs and graduate students 

that recently published on 

Peromyscus or defended a Thesis, 

in order to promote their work in 

Perotimes. 

 

Grant applications 

The PGSC will be happy to assist 

you in your grant proposals by 

providing quotes that will help 

you justify your budget as well as 

letters for the availability of 

specific stocks.  

 

e-mailing list 

If you want to be included in our 

email list and receive future 

Perotimes editions, email Vimala 

Kaza at  Kaza@mailbox.sc.edu 

 

Why Peromyscus from PGSC 

PGSC is the only Peromyscus Center in the US 

and indeed the in world 

PGSC maintains and can supply truly outbred 

animals from a number of different species 

reflecting naturally occurring wild type 

populations 

All animals are pedigreed and can be traced 

back to the time that the populations had 

been established in captivity 
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19. Characterization of vocalizations 

emitted in isolation by California mouse 
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21. Effects of repeated pup exposure on 
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to pups in male California mice (Peromyscus 
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Harris BN, Saltzman W. Horm Behav. 2017 Mar 

3;90:56-63. doi: 10.1016/j.yhbeh.2017.02.008. 

22. Intraspecific functional diversity of common 
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McKinney ST, Loftin CS. Ecol Evol. 2017 Feb 

8;7(5):1553-1560. doi: 10.1002/ece3.2721. 
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 FROM THE CENTER’S PAST 

With Dr Dawson in 1998 

With Dr Dewey in 2004 

With Drs Shinohara, Felder, Lewandowski,  Szalai, and Eto in 2009. 

With Dr Knapp in 1989 

Janet in 2000 when animals 
moved to the new facility 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Janet’s retirement party 

Janet with her husband Ralph 
Clockwise: Janet, Ralph, Hippokratis, Prof. 
Nagarkatti VP for Research, and Clin. Asst. 
Professor Dr Chatzistamou   

Janet & Vimala 

Family and friends: Janet’s son Brian Crossland (1), 
grandson Timmy Speers (2), daughter Shelley Crossland  
(3), grandson Nick Speers (4), brother Steve (5), sister in 
law Deloris Patterson (6), Vimala (7), Elena (8) and Amanda 
(9) 
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Family and friends: Clockwise from Janet  
(10)  is her husband (1), Dr Chatzistamou 
(2), Dr Davis (3),  Dr Felder (4),   brother in 
law  Ben McFaddin (5) and his wife and 
Janet’s sister Charlotte Joyner  (6),  Teresa 
Gibson  (7), brother in law  Charles Bushee 
(8) and (9) 
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Hippokratis Kiaris PhD Director 

Shayne Barlow DVM, PhD, DACLAM 

Director of Animal Resources and Attending Veterinarian 

Janet P. Crossland RLATG, Colony Manager 

Amanda Havighorst, Graduate student 

  

Advisory Committee 

John M. Cullen, North Carolina State University 

Lisa Krugner-Higby, University of Wisconsin – Madison 

David W. Threadgill, Texas A&M University 

S. Randal Voss, University of Kentucky 

 

eLife Opinion article 

An opinion article entitled “The challenges faced 

by living stock collections in the USA” appeared in 

eLIFE expressing the concerns of the Living 

stocks’ community. The article was co-authored by 

Kevin McCluskey, Kyria Boundy-Mills, Greg Dye, 

Erin Ehmke, Gregg Gunnell, Hippokratis Kiaris, 

Maxi Polyhronakis Richmond, Anne D Yoder, 

Daniel R Zeigler, Sarah Zehr and Erich Grotewold 

and can be found here: 

 https://elifesciences.org/content/6/e24611  

Front row L-R Deloris 

Patterson, Shelley Crossland, 

Janet, Charlotte Joyner 

Back row L-R Steve 

Patterson, Timmy Speers, 

Nick Speers, Brian Crossland, 

Ralph Crossland, Charles 

Bushee 
 

From Left: Elizabeth Thames,  Charlotte 

Joyner (Janet’s sister), Teresa Gibson, Dr 

Mike Felder, Vimala, Tia Davis, Hippokratis, 

Janet, Amanda Havighorst, Dr Shannon Davis 

and Dr Elena Farmaki 
 


